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any one should think that the political science,, or prudence^
Is the best [science], unless man be the best of all things in
the world. If then one thing is salubrious and good to
man, and another to fishes, but what is white and straight is
always the same ; all men will also saya that wisdom is al-
ways the same, but prudence is different at different times.
For they would say, that the being;, who has a perfect view
of particulars pertaining to himself, is prudent^ and to him
they would commit these particulars. Hence we say that
some brutes are prudent, viz. as many as seem to have a
power of forethought as far as regards their own life.

3. It is evident, however, that the political science and
wisdom cannot be the same. For if they denominate that
science, which is employed about things profitable to indi-
viduals, wisdom, there will be many kinds of wisdom. For
it is not one science that is employed about the good of all
animals, but a different one about that of each. Unless
there is also but one medical science that is employed about
all beings.

4t, But whether men say that man is the "best of all other
animals^ matters notr; since there are other things much
more divine than man in their nature; for instance, those
visible objects of which the universe is composed. From
what has been said, therefore, it is clear that wisdom is
both a science and an intelligence of things most honourable
by nature. Hence men say, that Anaxagoras, and Thales,
and others of the same class, are wise, but not prudent,
when they see that they are ignorant of what is advantage-
ous to themselves. And they allow that they understand
things that are extraordinary, and wonderful, and difficult,
and divine, but useless, because they seek not human goods $
but prudence is conversant with human goods, and such as
it is possible to deliberate about. For this, viz, to deliberate

T It was observed before, that prudence could not be bettor than wisdom,
"because man is not the best of all things in the world : nor if it be in-
sisted that man is better than all other animals could the superiority of
prudence be proved.